




Dyslexia Professional Development Options 2019-20
The purpose of this document is to provide information about available PD options for staff members to 
meet the 2-hour yearly mandate.  This is not an all-inclusive, recommended or approved list.  Districts 
may choose to differentiate professional development by utilizing various options based on educational 
roles, grade levels, or student/teacher needs.

Professional 
Development
Description

Audience, topics, details Source and Access

Overview of Dyslexia for 
Elementary Schools
Free, online modules 
created by DESE 

Overview of Dyslexia for 
Secondary Schools

All staff 
Topics will include:
*Overview - characteristics
*Support/accommodations
*Assistive Technology
*Reading Components

All secondary staff 
2 hr. module with video and 
activities 
Topics include:
*Overview - characteristics
*Support/accommodations
*Assistive Technology

DESE YouTube
1. Overview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3rFD
AmmqZo&t=10s
2.Characteristics K-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYBA-
sD-8Pc&t=1s
3. Secondary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9GGI
5r8UOs&t=3s

Recorded presentations 
from Colorado 
Department of Education
(Kilpatrick, Gillis, 
Fletcher)

Elementary teachers, reading 
coaches, specialists.
Phonological and Phonemic 
Awareness

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliterac
y/professionaldevelopmentopportunities

Read Right from the Start 
Free, online courses based 
on proven language and 
literacy practices; 
developed in collaboration 
with Maryanne Wolf 
based on her research on 
dyslexia 

Pre K and K-3
Short (30-45 min.) online 
courses on topics such as 
Phonological Awareness, 
Foundations of Learning to 
Read, Rhyme, Language, 
etc. 

Atlanta Speech School – Rollins Center for 
Language and Literacy in conjunction with 
Cox University (Cox Campus)

https://www.readrightfromthestart.org

Free modules created by 
South Carolina Dept. of 
ED
Dyslexia Modules 1, 2, 3

All staff 
Short (18-20 min.) modules
Modules include:
*What do we know?
*Screening
*Evidence-based Practices in 
Reading

South Carolina Department of Education

https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-
education-services/additional-information-
and-assistance/dyslexia-and-other-reading-
disorders/dyslexia-module-1-what-is-it-
and-what-do-we-know-about-it



Addressing Dyslexia 
Free, online courses 
created by Dyslexia 
Scotland 

All staff 
3 courses include: 
*Dyslexia and Inclusive 
Practices
*Supporting Dyslexia
*Dyslexia: Identification and 
Support 

Addressing Dyslexia - Dyslexia Scotland 
http://addressingdyslexia.org/free-online-
learning-modules

International Dyslexia 
Association webinar series 
by Patricia Mathes
Free online modules

All staff
Two 1 hr. webinars: 
*Overcoming Dyslexia
*Curing Dyslexia: What is 
Possible?

International Dyslexia Association

https://dyslexiaida.org/idas-free-webinar-
series/

Reading Rockets Reading 
101
Free, online modules 
based on reading research

Elementary teachers, reading 
teachers, coaches, 
interventionists
9 short modules with text 
and videos focused on: print 
awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, spelling, etc. 

Reading Rockets 

http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/rea
ding101-course/welcome-reading-101

The Reading League 

Free, online modules and 
archived presentations by 
experts in dyslexia and 
reading 

All staff
Online modules on Reading 
League’s YouTube Channel 
including short ‘courses’ on 
specific topics (fluency,  
orthography, etc.) and  
presentations by experts, e.g. 
Kilpatrick

The Reading League YouTube channel

http://www.thereadingleague.com

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm9T
D9u7xGdRUaGjHkOthxw

Other Quality Resources for Purchase
Orton Gillingham Online 
Academy 

Elementary teachers, reading 
teachers, coaches, 
interventionists
4 online courses:
Language (3 courses-basic, 
advanced and practicum)
Comprehension

https://ortongillinghamonlinetutor.com/trai
ning/

University of Missouri 
Created Online Modules  

All staff 
4 modules - topics include: 
*What is Dyslexia
*5 Components of Reading
*Assessments
*Instructional Planning

https://elearningforeducators.lmscheckout.c
om/Course/view/screening-for-dyslexia-
and-other-related-disorders?embed=0
Ericka Lembke lembkee@missouri.edu



Book study (for specific 
staff members)

Reading teachers, literacy 
coaches, interventionists

Book study options for specific staff 
members, for example:

Henry, Marcia, Unlocking Literacy, 2nd Ed., 
2010

Kilpatrick, David, Equipped for Reading 
Success, 2016

Kilpatrick, David, Essentials of Assessing, 
Preventing and Overcoming Reading 
Difficulties, 2015

Moats, Louisa, Speech to Print, 2012.

95% Group 
Understanding Dyslexia
online course

All staff
2 -1 hr. modules; 
Topics include:
History of Dyslexia,
Characteristics,
Overview of Dyslexia,
Instructional Strategies,
Screening with PSI

95% Group 

http://store.95percentgroup.com/search.asp
x?find=online+course

University of Arizona

MindPlay Comprehensive 
Reading Course for 
Educators

Online course (created in 
collaboration with 
Mindplay)

All staff
30 hr. online course created 
by Nancy Mather & Barbara 
Wendling at U of Arizona -
topics include:
Phonological awareness, 
Reading and spelling 
development, Phonics
fundamentals for reading 
and spelling, Advanced 
phonics concepts, Fluency, 
Grammar, Vocabulary, 
Reading comprehension

University of Arizona/Mindplay

https://academy.mindplay.com

Supplemental Resources

Dyslexia and the Brain
Videos from 
Understood.org website 

All staff
Short videos (4-10 mins.) 
about dyslexia focused on 
understanding, empathy, 
advice, etc.  

Understood.org

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-
attention-issues/child-learning-
disabilities/dyslexia/video-dyslexia-and-
the-brain

Assistive Technology All Audiences http://understood.org/assistive-technology



Dyslexia for a Day: A 
Simulation of Dyslexia 
Kit that provides 
simulation activities for 
staff to promote 
understanding of and 
empathy for people with 
dyslexia

Dyslexia Training Institute
www.dyslexiatraininginstitute.org

 
































































